CONVENTION
on the Interparliamentary Assembly of Member Nations 
of the Commonwealth of Independent States
The Nations being parties to the present Convention, Aiming at furthering the development of the cooperation between the Nations in political, economic, legal and other fields,

Bearing in mind the principles stated in the Memorandum of the State Heads Council of the Commonwealth of Independent States of 21 October 1994 with regard to the primary importance of their intention to make the Commonwealth of Independent States an effective and capable union of the Nations as well as to the necessity of a step-by-step construction of an efficient integrated Commonwealth structure, Assuming that their joint activity aimed at bringing together their national laws and setting appropriate mechanisms to further it is a significant contribution to the cause of development and strengthening of the cooperation.

Recalling the terms and conditions of the Charter of the Commonwealth of Independent States, Recalling the terms and conditions of the Agreement of the Supreme Soviets (Parliaments) of the Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States on the Interparliamentary Assembly of the Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States of 27 March 1992, Regulations of the Interparliamentary Assembly as well as other currently applicable official internal documents of the Interparliamentary Assembly, Appreciating the importance of the experience gained by the Interparliamentary Assembly (until now operating as a body of Interparliamentary cooperation within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States) for further development of cooperation, Considering it necessary to improve mechanisms of the Interparliamentary cooperation within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States and hence to impart an appropriate legal status to the Interparliamentary Assembly Having thereafter agreed on the following:

Article 1
The Interparliamentary Assembly is an interstate body of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Article 2 
The terms used hereafter in the Convention should be defined as:

a) 'Member Nation' — is a state adhering to the procedures as described in items I and 2 of Article 22 of the present Convention; 

b) 'the Parliament of Member Nation to the present Convention' — is the highest legislative body of the State in accordance with the Constitutional Laws of the State;

c) 'the Interparliamentary Assembly' — is the Interparliamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States, found by the Parliaments of the Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States, that signed the Agreement in the city of Alma-Ata on 27 March 1992 consisting of the Parliamentary Delegations of Member Nations, Assembly Council, permanent and temporary commissions and other assisting bodies, as well as the Secretariate of the Assembly Council; 

d) 'officers of the Interparliamentary Assembly' — Secretary General of the Council of the Assembly and other staff, working on a permanent basis and included by the Secretary General into the list of the Interparliamentary Assembly personnel subject to the approval of the Assembly Council, except those employees that are the citizens of the State where the Assembly Headquarters are located, and its department(s) paid by the hour;

e) 'experts travelling on the Interparliamentary Assembly business' — people other than the Assembly staff that are sent on business by the Interparliamentary Assembly, those who render assistance to the Interparliamentary Assembly and those who are employed in compliance with the internal rules and procedures;

f) 'premises of the Interparliamentary Assembly' — buildings or parts of the buildings, including the land plot where they are located and belonging to the Interparliamentary Assembly and used for its official purposes;

g) 'property and assets of the Interparliamentary Assembly' — all the property belonging to the Interparliamentary Assembly as well as all its assets, independent of where they are at present and who owns this property and assets;

h) 'Regulations' — is the Regulations of the Interparliamentary Assembly.

Article 3
1. The Interparliamentary Assembly consists of the Parliamentary Delegations of Member Nations.

2. The Parliamentary Delegation consists of the representatives of Member Nation, elected or appointed by the Parliament of Member Nation to the present Convention from its members in accordance with its internal Regulations and Procedures. A Parliamentary Delegation is headed by the Head of the Parliamentary Delegation.

3. The term of references, period of activity and the order of cancellation of the terms of references of the Delegation from Member Nation is determined by Member Nation in accordance its internal Regulations and Procedures.

4. As agreed by or invited by the Assembly Council and its bodies the following representatives can participate in the work of the Open Sessions of the Interparliamentary Assembly as observers: 

a) representatives of the authoritative bodies of the Commonwealth of Independent States; 

b) representatives of the Parliaments of the Nations that are not parties to the present Convention; 

c) representatives of the International Organizations; 

d) representatives of non-governmental organizations both from Member Nations of the CIS and from the Nations indicated in para. b of the item 4 of this Article.

Article 4
The Interparliamentary Assembly:

a) discusses problems of cooperation of Member Nations in various fields and thereafter submits recommendations to the State Heads Council or/and to the Government Heads Council as well as other bodies of the CIS, Parliaments, depending on the problem considered;

b) discusses problems transferred for its consideration either by the State Heads Council or/and by the Government Heads Council and sends recommendations respectively either to the State Heads Council or/and to the Government Heads Council as well as other bodies of the CIS;

c) accepts recommendations with regard to the problem of bringing closer the legislations of Member Nations;

d) adopts model legislative acts and submits them together with the relevant recommendations to Member Nation Parliaments to the present Convention;

e) approves recommendations as to how to synchronize the ratification procedures with regard to various agreements signed within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States by the Parliaments of Member Nations of the Commonwealth and in case an appropriate decision made by the State Heads Council or/and to the Government Heads Council of the CIS and also appropriate of other international agreements to be parties of which is in the interests of the Members of the Commonwealth in pursuing their common objectives defined in the Charter of the Commonwealth of Independent States;

f) adopts recommendations aimed at making the legislations of Member Nations to be compatible with the International Agreements, signed by these Member Nations within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States;

g) facilitates the exchange of legal information between Member Nations;

h) discusses other issues of the Interparliamentary cooperation.

Article 5
1. The Interparliamentary Assembly convenes its scheduled and extraordinary Plenary Sessions. Scheduled Plenary Sessions of the Interparliamentary Assembly are convened at least twice a year. The place, time and draft agenda of a next Plenary Session of the Interparliamentary Assembly are agreed upon at a preceding Session of the Interparliamentary Assembly or at its Council Session.

2. In case it is impossible or extremely difficult due to certain circumstances to hold a scheduled Plenary Session of the Assembly at the place and time set in accordance with item I of the present Article, the Chairman of the Assembly Council pending the approval of all Council Members appoints the place and time of the Session.

3. Extraordinary Sessions of the Interparliamentary Assembly may be called by the Assembly Council.

4. The Chairman of the Assembly Council or the Secretary General as entrusted by the Chairman forwards the information on the place and time of the Interparliamentary Assembly Plenary Session to the Parliaments of Member Nations of the present Convention and to the observers invited to participate in the Session.

5. The Sessions of the Interparliamentary Assembly, Assembly Council and its other bodies are normally open.

Article 6
1. The Parliamentary Delegation of Member Nation has a single vote, unless the Interparliamentary Assembly decides otherwise.

2. Resolutions of the Interparliamentary Assembly with regard to various issues discussed are adopted by the Parliamentary Delegations present at the Session and participating in the voting in accordance with the Regulations. Resolutions of the Interparliamentary Assembly are made only at its Plenary Sessions.

Article 7
1. The Plenary Sessions of the Interparliamentary Assembly, unless the Assembly decides otherwise, are chaired by the Heads of the Parliamentary Delegations in turns. The turn being determined by the Assembly Council.

2. The Chairman declares a Plenary Session open and close, chairs discussions at the Plenary Sessions, announces voting on certain issues, oversees that all the members of the Parliamentary Delegations observe the Regulations and other internal rules of the Interparliamentary Assembly, makes arrangements with the Heads of the Parliamentary Delegations with regard to the next Plenary Session, i.e. approving the time, place and draft agenda, and also fulfils all other duties as indicated in the Regulations.

Article 8
The internal activity of the Interparliamentary Assembly is carried out in accordance with the present Convention and the Regulations.

Article 9
1. The Assembly Council, consisting of the Heads of Parliamentary Delegations, organizes the activity of the Interparliamentary Assembly.

Its functions are defined by the present Convention, the Regulations and other Resolutions of internal nature, adopted by the Interparliamentary Assembly. To set up their own internal procedures the Council of the Assembly may adopt its own Regulations.

2. The Assembly Council elects its Chairman. The Chairman is elected by secret ballot from the Council members for a period of one year. The Assembly Council Chairman cannot be elected more than three times in succession.

The person is considered to be elected only if the majority of the Council members present at the Session and participating in the voting supported the candidate.

Article 10
The Interparliamentary Assembly operating in accordance with the present Convention has the right to set up permanent and temporary commissions with the participation of the members of the Parliamentary Delegations as well as other bodies which can facilitate the work of the Interparliamentary Assembly in order to successfully pursue its objectives.

Article 11
The Secretariate is a permanent body of the Assembly Council. It renders organisational assistance to the Interparliamentary Assembly, its Council, permanent and temporary commissions and other bodies that may be established in accordance with the present Convention, such as: 

 a) prepares, translates, prints and disseminates official documents and information of the Interparliamentary Assembly,

 b) prints and disseminates official publications of the Interparliamentary Assembly, 

 c) arranges for the documents to be stored in the archives of the Interparliamentary Assembly and is responsible for their safety, 

 d) gets and summarises the information on the measures taken by the Parliaments of Member Nations of the present Convention for the purposes of the resolutions adopted by the Interparliamentary Assembly,

e) carries out various activity that is required for a successful operation of the Interparliamentary Assembly.

2. The Secretariate consists of the Secretary General, his Deputies — plenipotentiaries of the Parliaments of Member Nations of the Interparliamentary Assembly and additional staff needed for the effective functioning of the Assembly.

3. The Secretary General supervises the work of the Secretariate. The Secretary General is appointed by the Assembly Council for a three-year term. The Secretary General in his work is responsible to the Assembly Council and its Chairman.

Article 12
The Interparliamentary Assembly has the right to sign international agreements within the scope of its responsibilities, set up by the present Convention.

Article 13
 The Interparliamentary Assembly is a legal entity in Member Nations and as such has the right to: 

a) sign the agreements,

b) buy real estate and mobile property and be in command of it, c) start court procedures and participate in them. 2. The rights set up in this Article are enjoyed by the Secretariate on behalf of the Interparliamentary Assembly. 

Article 14
1. With the exceptions defined in item 2 of this Article the Interparliamentary Assembly enjoys the same privileges and immunities in Member Nations as does the United Nation Organisation in accordance with the UN Convention Concerning Privileges and Immunities of 1946.

The Interparliamentary Assembly, its property and assets enjoy the immunity that prevents Court interference unless: 

a) the Interparliamentary Assembly, its body or a member of its staff is sued by a Civil Court and should pay the damage incurred by a traffic accident by a vehicle belonging to the Interparliamentary Assembly or its body or a member of its personnel or charted on behalf of the Interparliamentary Assembly, if the damage is not paid by the insurance,

b) the Interparliamentary Assembly, its body or a member of its staff is sued by a Civil Court due to death or trauma caused by action or non-action on behalf of the Interparliamentary Assembly, its body or a member of its staff,

c) the Interparliamentary Assembly, its bodies are pursuing a profitable commercial business. 

Article 15
1. With the exceptions indicated in items 2 and 3 of this Article the members of the Parliamentary Delegations of Member Nations, officers of the Interparliamentary Assembly, experts, travelling on the Interparliamentary Assembly business enjoy the same privileges and immunities within the territories of Member Nations and also enjoy the same favourable regime that is granted to the representatives of the UN Member Nations, UN officials, UN experts working in various countries on the basis of the UN Convention Concerning Privileges and Immunities of 1946.

2. Terms of item I of this Article are not applicable to the relationships between the members of the Parliamentary Delegation and the State of his/her citizenship.

3. The provisions of items 'b', 'd', 'e', 'f, 'g' of para. 18 of Article V of the UN Convention Concerning Privileges and Immunities of 1946 are not applied to the officials of the Interparliamentary Assembly, who are citizens of the State, where the Interparliamentary Assembly Headquarters are, as well as its bodies and departments in which the officials are employed.

4. The privileges and immunities are granted to the members of the Parliamentary Delegations of Member Nations, to the officers of the Interparliamentary Assembly and experts, travelling on the Interparliamentary Assembly business with the objective of facilitating their independent fulfilment of their duties, related to their work in the Interparliamentary Assembly. The Parliament of Member Nation of the present Convention, acting in accordance with the national Parliament Regulations and Procedures not only has the right, but is obliged to cancel the immunity of its representative in each case when by the Parliament's opinion the immunity prevents to administer justice, this cancellation should not impair the objective for which the immunity was granted. The Secretary General has the right and is obliged to cancel the immunity granted to any officer and expert, travelling on the Interparliamentary Assembly business in those case when in his opinion this immunity prevents the administration of justice and this can be done without any damage to the Interparliamentary Assembly's interests. The Assembly Council can withdraw the immunity right of the Secretary General.

5. The Interparliamentary Assembly is working in continued cooperation with the appropriate authorities of Member Nations in order to ensure appropriate justice administration, observance of the recommendations of the legal organisations and to prevent any abuse of the privileges and immunities granted in compliance with the present Convention. 

Article 16
The provisions of Article VII of the UN Convention concerning privileges and immunities (1946) are applied mutatis mutandis to the Interparliamentary Assembly, its Secretary General and his Deputies as well as to its other officials and experts travelling on business elsewhere. 

Article 17
All the disputes with regard to the interpretation of the usage of the present Convention, unless the Parties agree to solve them otherwise, shall be put to the consideration of the Arbitration Court, set up for each specific case, consisting of two Arbitration Judges, each appointed by one of the Parties, and also a third Arbitration Judge, appointed by the former two. 

Article 18
The city of Sankt-Petersburg (St. Petersburg) is the place of the Interparliamentary Assembly. 

Article 19
The Interparliamentary Assembly is financed by Member Nations on a share participation basis. 

Article 20
If the provisions of the present Convention differ from the terms and provisions of other Regulatory Documents governing the activity and status of the Interparliamentary Assembly, the provisions of the present Convention are applied. 

Article 21
As agreed between the Parties to this Convention it may be amended. 

Article 22
1. The present Convention is open for all Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

2. The present Convention is to be ratified. The Instrument of Ratification is transferred to Executive Secretariate of the Commonwealth of Independent States, that is to fulfil the duties of the depositary of the present Convention.

3. The present Convention becomes effective from the day of depositing of the Third Instrument of Ratification.

4. The present Convention is signed for an indefinite time period. Each Member Nation may secede from it upon forwarding a written notification to the depositary to that effect. In that case the present Convention shall cease its force six months later after the depositary receives the notification.

Executed in the city of Minsk on 26 May 1995 in one original copy in Russian. The Original is stored in Executive Secretariate of the Commonwealth of Independent States and it shall forward a Certified Copy of the Convention Original to each State that signed it.

Convention was signed: 

Azerbaijan Republic 

Republic of Armenia 

Republic of Belarus 

Republic of Georgia 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

Kirghiz Republic 

Russian Federation 

Republic of Tajikistan

